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Small Council, Enormous Tribute

There is a small town in North Georgia that agtride Interstate 75 approximately
halfway between Atlanta and Chattanooga. As witlstrsmall towns, Calhoun, Georgia
is quiet, peaceful, and not known for much ins@®American History is concerned.
Though some deference is due to the fact that Sirestormed through here on his way
to Atlanta, Calhoun boasts nothing of significancéght of the tremendous history
offered by the rest of the state.

50 years ago, a small group of Roman Cathbkckthe audacity to start a small group
of worshipers in Calhoun despite the standoffistureatendered by many of the town’s
original inhabitants. 25 years later, the smallpghaf St. Clement would be erected to
serve the small number of parishioners that hadexmto call Calhoun their home.
Currently, St Clement serves over 700 Roman Catlfiamilies.

St. Clement sits on Georgia State Highway ®8e right side of the road as you
leave the city traveling north on the highway todgaRome. It is a scenic chapel and sits
prominently upon a little hill sporting a white st facade and a red roof. Those seeing
it for the first time are charmed by its small-toelmarisma. Those entering inside for the
first time are immediately enchanted by its spéena modest beauty. St Clement
always receives repeat visits from parishionerobHlighway 75 from all the states in
the union—a testament to its parochial charm.

If one walks to the front of the church on #ige facing the highway, he or she
immediately sees a monument of stark white be&itiing on a gray granite block rests
a statue of two hands cradling a newborn baby.rmbteument sits in the center of a lush
garden of flowers and trees atop a red stone fdiordenscribed with the Templar Cross
Pate’. The Statue is a dazzling white and sitsiwighprotective tempered glass case
reinforced with metal ribs. The whole monument kjgar like a diamond in the evening
sunset and is immediately visible to all motorasshey drive by the church. On the front
of the granite obelisk are inscribed the words takem Isaiah 49:15,1*will not forget
you...l have held you in the palm of my hafdhe Biblical script allows the reader to
imagine the hands of God cradling a new baby atmlé placed into a mother’s loving
womb. One can also see the Cross of the priesteairder of LaSalette as well as the
symbol of the Knights of Columbus engraved uponstioae. Placed around the
monument are stone benches provided for those vigtote sit and contemplate or



commune with God. At night, the whole monument glamder the soft illumination of
several small spotlights.

When the Knights of Columbus Council 9339 leisthed its headquarters at St
Clement in 1986, it boasted the minimum number efrbers to form a council. Over
the years, this council has never had over 60 megabenly in the last 10 years has the
number crept over 50. However, this did not dettlaetfounding members from creating
big plans to place a monument in front of the chuachonor the multitude unborn
citizens--both living and deceased--of God.

The idea for this monument formed during th&t fyear of the council’s existence.
Many man-hours of research were put in by the Kisigi create the epic monument
envisioned by the council members. The quest fperfect monument had to:

1. more than adequately communicate the dignity aneresce envisioned by the
creators,
become a one-of-a-kind obelisk of beauty not sexorb,
be within the financial and manpower limitationsioé¢ council,
conform to the Parish’s standards of space avéthgbi
not become what many might see as a “high-classatistone”.

Certalnly, the council had a monumental task ahead!

Sadly, bids for the monument went as high@8@ dollars and more. Statues and
stone obelisks available at the time were eitherctzstly or not within the standards of
the council with respect to beauty and dignity. Mahthe available statues were already
sitting in various locations in the United Statmsd although beautiful, were not one-of-
a-kind.

Years of fundraising followed. Though succeksbnsidering the size of the council,
the money collected was nowhere close to the gatied cost of the project. It was at
this moment that God intervened. The Council detidery to hire an artist to sculpt a
model out of plaster. Such an artist was foundéengerson of Ginni Jacobs, a retired art
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teacher from Gordon County High School whose grathéf had been instrumental as
one of the original architects of St Clement. Thegkts contacted Ginni and presented
her with a plan for the look of the statue that lelagit atop the monument. Ginni
accepted the challenge with great trepidation @ndeal to take on the project for the
small amount that the Council was willing to payobk Ginni a little over one year to
create the masterpiece now sitting out in frorthefchurch. When a Knight first saw the
completed sculpture, a tear escaped his eye adh€eGinni, you've given our idea a
soul in which to reside!” When the local pastosffiglanced at the work, he was so
overtaken by emotion that he was speechless fanteates. Ginni never accepted the
pay for the monument saying that too much of hdityabad been transferred to the
sculpture and that it would not be right for hereoeive pay for this labor of love.

The obelisk is a granite rock from the moumtasf North Georgia provided by a local
dealer at an extremely low cost due to the fadtithaas for a worthy cause. Sadly, this
local vendor went out of business within the yéai, his contribution to our monument
would never be forgotten. The monument was firseasled as facing the church, but
after much debate, the council decided to facertbeument towards the highway so that
all could marvel at its beauty. This action wasdf@mal. A motorist soon contacted the
council. This passer-by was a Protestant from al IBburch that was so enamored with
the statue that he offered to build a protectiasglenclosure to guard the structure from
accident and the elements. Sadly, the monumensinféeted minor damage over the
years and the offering for a protective covering well-received.

The statue took another year to fix and dutirag time, the stone obelisk stood a
lonely vigil while the protective glass coveringpkoshape around it. Visitors and



parishioners alike often complained to the Coutachring back their monument! Indeed,
the very soul of the Council seemed to leave withrhonument, as it seemed to suffer a
very hard time conducting business in its abseHogever, the monument was
eventually placed back and with it, the spiritloé Council seemed to refresh anew. The
Statue was blessed again during a special masshamgiounds around the monument
were again consecrated upon placing the monumektibalace.

The original foundation for the monument wasined in August of 1998. The obelisk
and statue were placed in September of that ye@ctober of 1998, two priests and a
deacon with a healthy contingent 8t Begree Knights in full regalia formally placed the
statue onto the obelisk and conducted a consegratithe site.* The monument took
shape over the years through the diligent effdrt® Knights of Council 9339 and the
people of the Parish. Knights poured the cementh®foundation and laid the
brickwork. Knights designed and built the intricatncrete floor surrounding the
monument. Knights landscaped and planted the stamib$rees growing around the
structure. Electrical lights and a sprinkler systgould eventually round out the entire
production which would produce a monument fittingts beauty as well as its arboreal
charm.



Many in our Parish and in our Council shaspeacial bond with this monument
because of personal loss involving the unborn avdynborn, and for that reason it is
diligently supplied with growing flowers and itsogmds are surreptitiously manicured.
Over the following years, this monument has reatweaise from people not only from
the other states of the union, but from internatiamsitors as well. Indeed, churches
from as far as New England have contacted the doi@ng@ermission to reproduce the
monument for their own parishes. Many visitors froat of town re-visit every year just
to see the monument. The monument has gatherededrftom all Christian faiths and
continues to be an act of tremendous faith, lomd,knightly perseverance.

Article by Joe McKenzi€ontact Information: 770-548-6420.

Or email at silverthane61@aol.com

*(See theCalhoun TimesVolume 129, Number 25, Novembé?, 1,998 issue for a full
feature story involving the original consecrati@mamony of the monument)
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